Role of the masseter reflex in the assessment of subacute sensory neuropathy.
In 3 patients with a severe pure sensory neuropathy of subacute onset, the masseter reflex remained normal despite absent blink reflex responses and absent stretch reflexes in the extremities. In 20 patients with primary disorders of peripheral nerve axons or myelin, the masseter reflex was abnormal. This study suggests that a normal masseter reflex in patients presenting with a pure sensory neuropathy favors a polyganglionopathy rather than a primary axonal sensory neuropathy, particularly if the blink reflex is abnormal.